The Kaduna Peace Declaration of Religious Leaders

In the name of God, who is Almighty, Merciful and Compassionate, we who have
gathered as Muslim and Christian religious leaders from Kaduna State pray for peace
in our state and declare our commitment to ending the violence and bloodshed, which
has marred our recent history.

According to our faiths, killing innocent lives in the names of God is a desecration of
His Holy Name, and defames religions in the World. The violence that has occurred in
Kaduna State is an evil that must be opposed by all people of good faith. We seek to
live together as neighbours, respecting the integrity of each other's historical and
religious heritage. We call upon all to oppose incitement, hatred, and the
misrepresentation of one another.

1. Muslim and Christians of all tribes must respect the divinely ordained purposes
of the Creator by whose grace we live together in Kaduna State, such ordained
purposes include freedom of worship, access to and sanctity of places of
worship and justice among others-.

2. Asreligious leaders, we seek to work with all sections of the community for a
lasting and just peace according to the teachings of our religions.

3. We condemn all forms of violence and seek to create an atmosphere where
present and future generations will co-exist with mutual respect and trust in
one another. We call upon all to refrain from incitement and demonization, and
pledge to educate our young people accordingly.

4. Through the creation of a peaceful state we seek to explore how together we
can aid spiritual regeneration, economic development and inward investment.

5. We acknowledge the efforts that have been made within this State for a judicial
reform and pledge to do all in our power to promote greater understanding of
the reform, so that it can provide a true and respected justice in each of our
communities.

6. We pledge to work with the security forces in peace keeping and
implementation of this Declaration in the State.

7. We announce the establishment of a permanent joint committee to implement
the recommendations of this declaration and encourage dialogue between the
two faiths for we believe that dialogue will result in the restoration of the image
of each in the eyes of the other.

This declaration is binding on all people in the State from this day of 22nd August 2002
and agree that any individual or group found breaching the peace must be punished in
accordance to the due process of the law.



Modelled on the Alexandria Declaration of January 2002 this Peace Declaration was
agreed and signed by eleven Christian leaders including Archbishop Achigili and eleven
Muslim leaders, Imams and Sheikhs and by His Excellency Alhaji Ahmed Mohammed
Makarfi the Executive Governor of Kaduna State.



